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The circumstances which now call us together though painful in their connections are neither new,
nor strange. This is a day of unhappy and cruel warfare, and we have come to bury a young soldier
who has died honorably, and heroically in the defence of his country. There is scarcely a village in
all our loyal borders, which has not participated in like painful scenes. There is hardly a church bell
that has not tolled the knell of some gallant soldier; nor a cemetery which does not hold the like
honored dust. We now come to lay down another martyr with the great company scattered over a
thousand battle-fields, and in our quiet church yards. Were we to seek a passage from the sacred
page around which to cluster a few thoughts, as an appropriate tribute to the memory of our
young friend, perhaps we could find none more expressive of his...
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